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3-10 AGRICULTURAL-3 DISTRICT (A-3)  

3-10-01 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Agricultural-3 District is to provide land primarily in holdings of 

at least thirty-five (35) acres for dryland or irrigated farming, pasturage, or other 

related food production uses. 

3-10-02 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES 

The following uses are permitted uses in an Agricultural-3 District, subject to 

building permit review and approval. Only one (1) principal use shall be permitted 

per lot.  

3-10-02-01 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL AGRICULTURAL USES 

The following principal agricultural uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 

District as noted above: 

1. Farming 

2. Nurseries  

3. Ranching 

4. Equestrian Arena, Personal 

3-10-02-02 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL RESIDENTIAL USES 

The following principal residential uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 District 

as noted above: 

1. Single Family Dwelling  

2. Group Living Facility (1 to 5 persons) 

3-10-02-03 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL INSTITUTIONAL USES 

The following principal institutional uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 

District as noted above: 

1. Funeral Home/Mortuary *Adopted by the BoCC on December 13, 2010 

2. Outdoor Public Uses 
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3. Places of Worship (subject to performance standards in Section 4-07-02-

04) 

3-10-02-04 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL COMMERCIAL USES 

The following principal commercial uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 

District as noted above: 

1. Bed and Breakfast  

3-10-02-05 PERMITTED PRINCIPAL MARIJUANA ESTABLISHMENTS 

The following principal marijuana establishments are permitted in an 

Agricultural-3 District as noted above: 

1. Medical Marijuana Optional Premises Cultivation Operation 

2. Retail Marijuana Cultivation Facility 

3-10-03 PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES 

In association with a permitted principal use, the following accessory uses are 

permitted, subject to building permit review and approval. 

1. Agricultural, Accessory 

2. Residential, Accessory 

3-10-04 PERMITTED CONDITIONAL USES 

The following uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 District, subject to the issuance 

of a Conditional Use Permit from the Board of County Commissioners and building 

permit review and approval: 

3-10-04-01 PERMITTED CONDITIONAL AGRICULTURAL USES 

The following conditional agricultural uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 

District as noted above: 

1. Agricultural Support Businesses and Services 

2. Agricultural Business 

3. Equestrian Arena, Commercial 
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3-10-04-02 PERMITTED CONDITIONAL RESIDENTIAL USES 

The following conditional residential uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 

District as noted above: 

1. Two-Family Dwelling 

2. Group Living Facility (in excess of 5 persons) 

3. Group Living Facility (with more than 1 registered sex offender), 

including Group home for the developmentally disabled, and Group home 

for the elderly. 

3-10-04-03 PERMITTED CONDITIONAL INSTITUTIONAL USES 

The following conditional institutional uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 

District as noted above: 

1. Funeral Home/Mortuary to include Cremation *Adopted by the BoCC on 

December 13, 2010 

2. Halfway House *Adopted by the BoCC on December 13, 2010 

3. Institutional Care 

4. Jails and Prisons 

5. Neighborhood Indoor Uses 

6. Public Service 

7. Universities 

 

3-10-04-04 PERMITTED CONDITIONAL COMMERCIAL USES 

The following conditional commercial uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 

District as noted above: 

1. Airports, Landing Strips, and Heliports 

2. Animal Hospitals 

3. Campgrounds, Commercial 

4. Communications Towers, Commercial 

5. Golf Course/Driving Range, Commercial 

6. Heavy Retail and Heavy Services 

7. Kennel, Commercial 

8. Outdoor Commercial Recreation 
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9. Parking Lot, Commercial 

10. Racing Facilities 

11. Services 

12. Trade Schools 

3-10-04-05 PERMITTED CONDITIONAL INDUSTRIAL USES 

The following conditional industrial uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 

District as noted above: 

1. Extraction and Disposal Uses (Inert fills may be processed as a Special 

Use Permit, Conditional Use Permit or Certificate of Designation 

pursuant to Chapter 2; Except Oil and Gas Drilling and Production 

shall be processed as a Special Use Permit unless the County elects to 

execute a Memorandum of Understanding; see Chapters 2 and 4.) 

2. Heavy Industry (Excluding Solid Waste Transfer Stations and Scrap 

Tire Recycling Facilities) 

3. Landscape Storage Yards 

4. Light Industry, including bone reduction, and pickle manufacturing. 

(Excluding all other Light, Heavy and Moderate Manufacturing or 

Processing uses) 

5. Major Energy Facilities 

6. Recycling Facility *Adopted by the BoCC on December 13, 2010 

3-10-05 PERMITTED SPECIAL/TEMPORARY USES 

Special uses are permitted in an Agricultural-3 District, subject to the issuance of a 

Special Use Permit from the Board of Adjustment. Temporary uses are permitted in 

an Agricultural-3 District, subject to the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit from the 

Director of Community and Economic Development. 

3-10-06 PROHIBITED USES 

All uses: (1) not expressly identified as permitted uses in this Section; or (2) 

determined to be permitted by the Director of Community and Economic 

Development pursuant to Section 3-05-01 of these standards and regulations, are 

prohibited. 
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3-10-07 AREA AND HEIGHT STANDARDS 

3-10-07-01 MINIMUM LOT SIZE REQUIREMENTS 

The minimum lot size requirement in an Agricultural-3 District shall be thirty-five 

(35) acres. 

3-10-07-02 MINIMUM LOT WIDTH REQUIREMENTS 

The minimum width of a lot or parcel in an Agricultural-3 District shall be six 

hundred (600) feet. 

3-10-07-03 SETBACK AND DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR A PRINCIPAL 
STRUCTURE  

3-10-07-03-01 MINIMUM FRONT SETBACK 

The minimum front setback for a principal structure in an Agricultural-3 

District shall be fifty (50) feet. 

3-10-07-03-02 MINIMUM SIDE CORNER SETBACK 

The minimum side corner setback for a principal structure in an Agricultural-3 

District shall be fifty (50) feet.  

3-10-07-03-03 MINIMUM SIDE SETBACK 

The minimum side setback for a principal structure in an Agricultural-3 

District shall be ten (10) feet, or one (1) foot per two (2) feet of height, 

whichever is greater.  

3-10-07-03-04 MINIMUM REAR SETBACK 

The minimum rear setback for a principal structure in an Agricultural-3 

District shall be twenty (20) feet. 

3-10-07-03-05 MINIMUM R.O.W. SETBACK 

The minimum setback for a principal structure in an Agricultural-3 District 

from an arterial right-of-way shall be fifty (50) feet except a section line 

arterial right-of-way where the minimum setback shall be one-hundred-twenty 

(120) feet. The minimum setback from a collector or local road shall be fifty 

(50) feet. 
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3-10-07-03-06 MINIMUM SETBACK FROM SECTION LINE FOR ALL 
STRUCTURES 

The minimum setback from a section line for a principal structure or 

agricultural building in an Agricultural-3 District shall be one-hundred-twenty 

(120) feet. Variations may be permitted if the Department of Public Works 

determines no additional right-of-way is required. 

3-10-07-04 SETBACK AND DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES OR AGRICULTURE BUILDINGS 

3-10-07-04-01 MINIMUM FRONT SETBACK  

All accessory structures shall be setback at least ten (10) feet to the rear of the 

front structure line of the principal dwelling, or one hundred (100) feet from 

the front property line, whichever is less, if a principal dwelling already exists 

on site. The minimum front setback for a principal structure in an 

Agricultural-3 District shall be fifty (50) feet. 

 

 

3-10-07-04-02 MINIMUM SIDE SETBACK 

The minimum side setback for accessory structures in an Agricultural-3 

District shall be ten (10) feet, or one (1) foot per two (2) feet of height, 

whichever is greater.  

3-10-07-04-03 MINIMUM REAR SETBACK 

The minimum rear setback for accessory structures in an Agricultural-3 

District shall be ten (10) feet. 

3-10-07-04-04 MINIMUM R.O.W. SETBACK 

The minimum setback for all accessory structures in an Agricultural-3 District 

from an arterial right-of-way shall be fifty (50) feet except a section line 

arterial right-of-way where the minimum setback shall be one-hundred-twenty 

(120) feet. The minimum setback from a collector or local road shall be fifty 

(50) feet. 



 Chapter 3—Zone District Regulations 
 Agricultural-3 District (A-3) 

Adams County Development Standards and Regulations 3-82 

3-10-07-04-05 MINIMUM SETBACK FROM SECTION LINE FOR ALL ACCESSORY 
STRUCTURES 

The minimum setback from a section line for all accessory structures in an 

Agricultural-3 District shall be one-hundred-twenty (120) feet.  Variations 

may be permitted if the Department of Public Works determines no additional 

right-of-way is required. 

3-10-07-05 MAXIMUM HEIGHT 

3-10-07-05-01 DWELLINGS AND ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

The maximum height of dwellings and accessory structures in an Agricultural-

3 District shall be thirty-five (35) feet. 

3-10-07-05-02 AGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES 

The maximum height of agricultural structures in an Agricultural-3 District 

shall be seventy (70) feet, except for structures located on a lot established by 

a recorded subdivision plat, where the maximum shall be twenty-five (25) 

feet. 

3-10-07-06 MAXIMUM STRUCTURE COVERAGE 

The maximum structure coverage on a lot in an Agricultural-3 District shall not be 

limited. Accessory buildings may be constructed prior to the principal dwelling on 

a lot.  

3-10-07-07 MINIMUM FLOOR AREA OF DWELLINGS 

3-10-07-07-01 SINGLE STORY DWELLING 

The minimum floor area of a single story dwelling in an Agricultural-3 

District shall be twelve hundred (1,200) square feet. 

3-10-07-07-02 TRI-LEVEL DWELLING 

The minimum floor area of a tri-level dwelling in an Agricultural-3 District 

shall be twelve hundred (1,200) square feet. 
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3-10-07-07-03 BI-LEVEL OR TWO STORY 

The minimum floor area of a bi-level or two story dwelling in an Agricultural-

3 District shall be nine hundred (900) square feet on the 1
st
 floor plus six 

hundred (600) square feet on the 2
nd

 floor. A lower level with more than 50% 

of its perimeter located more than 50% above grade level may be counted as 

floor area. 

3-10-08 RELATIONSHIP TO DESIGN REQUIREMENTS AND 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 

All design requirements and performance standards for specific uses contained in 

Chapter 4 of these standards and regulations shall apply in an Agricultural-3 District 

unless inconsistent with a provision contained in Section 3-10, in which case the 

specific standard or requirement contained in Section 3-10 shall apply. 


