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About This Property
Set on ±626.11 acres in western New Mexico’s Unit 12, Elk Ridge Ranch offers a mix of productive grasslands, piñon-
juniper ridges, and rugged sandstone canyons with commanding views. Year-round access, a livestock well, multiple 
stock ponds, and strong big-game habitat make this a versatile holding for hunting, ranching, or a future homesite.
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Activities & Amenities 
ATV/Off Road

Borders Public Lands
Campground
Cattle/Ranch

Cycling/Mountain Biking
Development Potential

Equestrian/Horse Property
Farm/Crops/Ag
Hiking/Climbing

Hunting - Big Game, Predator/Varmint & Small 
Game

Timber
Wooded

State Hunting Unit: 12

Land Details
Address: NSN Highway 36, Fence Lake, New 

Mexico 87513, USA
Closest Town: Fence Lake

Total Acres: 626.11
Deeded Acres: 626.11
Elevation: 6900-7200

Building Details
Style of Home(s): Multiple building sites

Water Provider: Private well
View: Mountain, Private, Scenic & Wooded
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Land
The ±626.11 acres combine broad grama and galleta grass flats with timbered ridges, rolling benches, and striking 
sandstone breaks that overlook deep-cut canyon systems. Elevations run from roughly 6,400 to 7,300 feet, creating 
four-season usability and a blend of vegetation that includes piñon, juniper, mountain mahogany, and scattered 
ponderosa pine.

A permanent easement provides dependable access from Highway 36, and interior ranch roads allow travel across 
much of the property. Several natural meadows lie tucked among the timber, offering excellent glassing locations and 
wildlife staging areas. The southern portion of the ranch features dramatic cliff lines and rimrock formations, adding 
both visual appeal and secluded habitat.

Pottery sherds appear across portions of the ranch, reflecting the area’s long human history. Eroded draws and the 
sandy soils common to the region hint at additional archaeological and paleontological potential.

Multiple potential building sites can be found across the ranch, including elevated spots with long views toward the 
surrounding mesas.

Three dirt stock ponds and a livestock well (pump and solar equipment not yet installed) support ranching and wildlife.
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Recreation
Hunting
Elk Ridge Ranch lies in Game Management Unit 12, long known for dependable elk, mule deer, antelope, black bear, 
and mountain lion opportunities. The current owner participates in New Mexico’s private-land elk program as a 
Small Contributing Ranch, entering the landowner draw each year for a Mature Bull, Either-Sex Archery, or Antlerless 
authorization. Additional draw entries may be possible through water and habitat improvements (contact agent for details).

Unit 12 also offers over-the-counter private-land tags for mule deer and other tags are available for antelope, bear, 
and lion, giving hunters flexibility throughout the year. The ranch’s mix of open forage, bedding cover, and protected 
canyon bottoms provides ideal habitat for game movement and holding capacity.

Fishing
Quemado Lake is only 45 minutes away and offers trout and tiger muskie fishing along with improved campsites. 
Bluewater Lake, roughly 1 hour and 45 minutes from the ranch, provides additional fishing opportunities and day-
use amenities.

Horseback Riding
With miles of ranch roads, open benches, and direct access to thousands of acres of nearby public lands, the ranch 
is well suited for horseback riding. Riders can explore both gentle meadows and more technical routes along the 
canyon rims.

Hiking & 4-Wheeling
The property’s varied terrain—ranging from rolling pine ridges to steep rock formations—creates excellent hiking 
routes. ATV and UTV riders will appreciate the combination of improved roads and open public land access that 
extends travel well beyond the ranch boundaries.

Native American & Paleontology History 
The ranch is just South of two of North America’s oldest Native American pueblos; the Acoma and Zuni. Surface 
pottery fragments are found across portions of the ranch, reflecting early Native habitation from the Anasazi culture. 
The Anasazi culture preceded the current Acoma and Zuni inhabitants by thousands of years.

Museum trained paleontologists have leased prospecting on the ranch for dinosaur fossils in the ranch’s badland 
exposures.  This area may contain possible Late Cretaceous fossils associated with the Moreno Hill Formation. It is 
possible some exposures may have very rare dinosaur vertebrates remains of Suskityrannus and Zuniceratops.
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BOUNDARY LINES
MAP BOUNDARIES ARE ONLY 
APPROXIMATE AND MUST BE 

VERIFIED FOR ACCURACY.Boundary Water Well
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Agriculture
Native grasses support seasonal cattle use, with grama and galleta dominating the more level portions of the ranch. 
The existing stock ponds and well (pending pump installation) make it practical to continue light rotational grazing 
while also enhancing wildlife value.

Water/Mineral Rights & Natural Resources
One livestock well is present on the property and requires installation of solar pump infrastructure. Three dirt tanks 
provide additional water for livestock and wildlife.

No mineral rights are known to transfer; buyer should verify.

General Operations
The ranch has been used primarily for hunting, light grazing, and recreational use. Its year-round access and 
proximity to public land create additional possibilities for outfitting, personal hunting management, or long-term land 
stewardship projects that could strengthen future wildlife allocations.



www.HaydenOutdoors.com | 866.741.8323

Region & Climate
Set west of the Continental Divide, this part of New Mexico enjoys a mild high-desert climate with cool nights, 
manageable winter snowfall, and summer monsoon moisture that supports healthy grasslands. The area is well 
known for its wide-open landscapes, dark night skies, and dependable outdoor recreation.

The ranch sits south of the Acoma and Zuni Pueblos—two of the oldest continually inhabited communities in North 
America—offering cultural sites and guided tours within a short drive.

Location
The property is located approximately 40 minutes from Quemado, a small ranching community offering basic 
services. Grants is about 1.5 hours away and provides shopping, restaurants, and a regional airport. Albuquerque, 
roughly 2.25 hours from the ranch, offers major medical facilities and international air service.

Year-round access is available via Highway 36 and a deeded easement across an adjoining property.

**Buyer to verify all information contained in the listing**
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Buyer Process
Hayden Outdoors

“The service you get transcends anything I’ve ever heard of. They 
literally turn your vision into reality. I mean, who else does that for 

you. Nobody”
- RICK STEINER, SELLER/BUYER

Scan to see more
testimonials

BUYER QUALIFICATION: Each potential purchaser will be evaluated with respect to very specific submission 
requirements. Confidentiality will be held in the highest regard. Sellers will be made aware of each potential 
purchaser’s ability to perform, should that become their goal.

PROPERTY SHOWINGS:  With regard to scheduling showings on your property, Hayden Outdoors understands 
and respects your livelihood and personal items. The property will be presented to potential purchasers by a 
Hayden Outdoors representative by appointment only, unless arranged otherwise.

REPRESENTATION OF OFFERS: Hayden Outdoors will advise and support sellers in the presentation and 
representation of offers. Hayden Outdoors will supply active and current marketing materials when dealing 
with each potential offer. Offers must be presented in a timely manner, and Hayden Outdoors brokers will 
travel to present the offers, and in special cases, Hayden Outdoors may execute a webinar for presentation.

BROKER PARTICIPATION: Hayden Outdoors welcomes outside brokers to bring buyers to purchase our 
properties. We offer cooperating commission rates to participating brokers. All properties marketed with 
Hayden Outdoors are exclusively promoted and listed through the real estate process.

EQUAL HOUSING: Hayden Outdoors is proud to be an Equal Housing Opportunity Brokerage. All real estate 
advertised is subject to the Federal Housing Act, which makes it illegal to advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or intention 
to make any such preference, limitation, or discrimination.”
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At Hayden Outdoors, we’re proud to say that we only work with the best brokers and agents who are experienced 
farmers, ranchers & outdoor enthusiasts.

Hayden Outdoors is a family-owned real estate company and brokerage with a background in the cattle and 
ranching business. In 1976, Leo Hayden founded the company as the Property Exchange, working with farms and 
ranches for sale near Hays, Kansas. The brokerage moved to Goodland, Kansas in 1981 and became Hayden Inc. 
In the late 1990’s, Leo was joined by his two sons, Dax and Seth, to help grow the business in multiple states. In 
2003, Hayden Outdoors was formed to represent sellers and buyers on farm, ranch, and recreational properties 
in the Great Plains and Rocky Mountains.

The team at Hayden Outdoors has grown and prospered to include over 200 brokers, agents, and an excellent 
full-time staff supporting the sale of rural land. Hayden Outdoors represents the finest farms, legacy properties, 
working ranches, hunting lands and recreational properties from coast to coast.

Over time, we have built our team to be composed of brokers and agents with experience and knowledge in their 
markets and an affinity to “Do what they say they will”. Hayden Outdoors is about honesty and integrity with 
customers and a rich sense of land stewardship.  We understand land, water, habitat, livestock, wildlife, minerals 
and what is necessary to maximize value for our clients. We truly love the great outdoors! 

We are blessed to work with the owners and buyers of the farms, ranches and other fine recreational properties 
we represent, because it is still the diversity of owners over the years that make these places so special. 

Hayden Outdoors Real Estate
501 Main St.#A, Windsor, CO 80550  |  970.674.1990  |  www.HaydenOutdoors.com

DISCLAIMER:  Hayden Outdoors Real Estate is a licensed real estate brokerage in multiple US states. For a complete list of states 
and territories, please visit HaydenOutdoors.com/About. © Copyright 2025 Hayden Outdoors Real Estate. All information provided 

is deemed reliable but is not guaranteed and should be independently verified. Hayden Outdoors and its affiliates make no 
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