PROPERTY IN Recovery

Elkhorn Creek Ranch was an unfortunate victim of the Cameron Peak fire, but we have learned that there are many positive aspects of forest fires as well.  They can release nutrients into the soil, stimulate new plant growth, and help control insect infestations and diseases in forests. Additionally, fires can create diverse habitats for wildlife and play a crucial role in maintaining the health and resilience of certain ecosystems. 

The following are projects we have completed as well as some additional approved projects that we are very excited about beginning in mid to late June 2025.  All the new projects are possible through grants from Poudre Valley Water shed:

Although we fully restored the creek and the pond to a fishery just prior to the fire, the fire caused conditions that led to a great deal of silt and runoff accumulating in both. We have worked with Poudre Valley water to help the creek recover and they are going to put in three artificial beaver dams that will spread the water out and raise the water level. This will not only help fish but also help vegetation regenerate around the creek in a broader area to encourage our moose and other animals to return more quickly.  We are already seeing more animals.

The second grant is to restore the wetlands area that lost some infrastructure through the fire. They will add logs to spread out the water to get it back to his original shape.  We’re very excited about what that means for the willows growing in the wetlands - willows are the moose favorite food!

Last, but certainly not least is a grant that is aimed at fire abatement in the northern side of the property that was not affected by the fire so that it is much more fire resistant in the future.

These are all fully funded grants.  We have been operating under the theory that if it helps the property in the recovery process, we are thrilled that experts in the field are doing the work and doing it at their expense. All you have do is sit back and watch things recover. 

It is hard to let the property go while we are experiencing such tremendous recovery. There are small seedlings coming up everywhere, grass is getting thick, game is starting to return at pre fire levels, and we have so many birds, golden marmots, rabbits, coyotes, two female moose with babies and more returning to the property in a big way. We are very sad that we’re not going to experience the recovery completely, but we hope the new owners will truly enjoy this spectacle over the years to come.
We are also treating the property for the 4th year in a row to help eliminate invasive plants that often come after fire, it will be very much in control after this year’s treatment. 

Details on projects on the Poudre Valley page
